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distributing confidence, worldwide.

This form is to be submitted to ISTA with all supporting documentation. The form is to be used to propose new
testing protocols for review by the ISTA Testing Council and appropriate Test Series Group. This submission will
be handled according to the ISTA Technical Division Operating Guide.

This form only relates to new testing protocols. For requests for technical changes to an existing ISTA
Procedure or Project, use the Technical Change Request Form.
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SPECIFIC DETAILS OF THE PROPOSED PROTOCOL
You may attach a draft document in lieu of completing this section.

Establish an industry performance test that accounts for intermodal freight transport of
packaged-products being distributed globally. This protocol should include all hazard
elements experienced during the full journey a packaged-product takes when being moved
during intermodal transport (Shock, Vibration, Compression & Environmental).

Definition: Intermodal freight transport involves the transportation of freight in an intermodal
container or vehicle, using multiple modes of transportation (rail, ship, and truck), without any
handling of the freight itself when changing modes.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intermodal_freight_transport)

VERIFICATION OF NEED FOR APPROVAL
Lab Testing Experience, Correlation with Actual Shipping Experience, etc.:

Expressed interest from ISTA members and the packaging industry at large for a general
simulation test which accounts for all aspects of intermodal shipment of packaged-products
has been noted by ISTA staff. ISTA is aware that some large CPG companies have
undertaken the development of test plans for the global shipment of goods; however these
test plans are specific to that CPG's particular supply chain routes. A general simulation
which accounts for all the hazard elements, generally, found during this distrubtion mode is
needed and does not exist currently.




PROPOSED VALIDATION OF PROPOSAL

Lab Trials, Other Test Protocols, etc.:

Correlation Study (Laboratory Results vs. Real World Damages) conducted with a variety of
products types.

IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSAL

Any New Test Equipment Or Apparatus Required?
Likely none but it is to be determined by the workgroup.

Any Synchronization With Other ISTA Tests Required?

The purposed test procedure could potentially be used in conjunction with other ISTA test
procedures to account for the last leg of the supply journey, such as ISTA 3A or ISTA 3B.

Any Disadvantages Related To This Proposal Which Might Impact ISTA Members?
Significant testing duration could be a result of the new procedure.
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